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That Biſhops ought not to vote 
in PARLIAMENT. 


Ecauſe it is a very great hinderance to the exerciſe Reaſon 6. 
of their Miniſteriall Funttion. 


In is not fo much hinderance as their conveening Aſi. 
to Generall Councels, Synods, Convocations, 
Aſſemblies, Claſles , and the like, inall the Chur- 
ches Reformed or otherwiſe. 
2 Ir is propter majus bonum Fceleſie. 
3 The Apoſtles unneceſſarily put themſelves 
ro more hinderances, to worke for their lively- 
hood, Af. 20. 24. 1. Thef. 2.9. 2. Theſ. 3.8. 

4 What: hinderance can it.be to their calling, 
that once in three yeares, when they muſt neceſſa- 
rily attend the Convocation, they divide ſome 
part of that ſhort time to the attendance of Parlia« 
ment? 

Becanſe they doe vow and undertake it at their Ordi- Reagan 7. 
nation, when they enter into holy Orders, that they will 
give themſelves wholly to that Vocation. 

1 This vow and undertaking in Miniſters Or- Azſv. 
dination is quite miſtaken : The words are in the 
Biſhops Exhortation.nor inthe Miniſters Anſ\wer. 

2 The Biſhop hopes they will give themſclyes 
wholly to that,and not to any otherTrade or Vo- 
cation. 


A 2 3 Wholly, 


Realon 3. 


Anſw. 


Realcn 4. 


Anſw. 


wy 

3 Wholly,ina Morall, and not ina Mathema- 
ticall ſenſe, that will admir no Latitude: Elſe, 
there might the ſame exception be taken againſt 
their juſt care of proviſion for their houſhold 
affaires. 

m—_ Councels and Canons tn ſeverall Ages doe 
forbid them to medale in ſecular Aﬀaires. 

1 Councels and Canons againſt Biſhops votes 
in Parliament,were never in uſe in this Kingdome, 
and therefore they are aboliſhed by the Statute of 
25. H.8. 

2 Soare they by the ſame Statute, becauſe the 
Lords have declared, that the Biſhops vore here 
by the Lawes and Statutes of this Realme: And 
all Canons that croſſe with thoſe , are there abo- 
liſhed. 

3 So are they by the ſame Stature,as thwarting 
the Kings Prerogarive to call Biſhops by Sum- 
mons to vote in Parliament. | 

4 So are they by the vote in the Houſe of 
Commons, 21. Mai 1 6 4 1. becauſe they are not 
confirmed by Act of Parliament. 

5 This Argument was in a {ort deſerted by M. 
Perpoint, and conteſt ro be but an Argumentum ad 
honzmnem. 

Becanſe the 2.4. Biſhops have a dependency upon the 
Archbiſhops,and becauſe of their Canonicall obcdience 
to them, 

1 They have no Dependency upon the Arch- 
biſhops, bat !npoms of Appcale , and Viſitation 
onely : And ove them no Obedience but in theſe 
rwo points. None at all in Parliament, whcrethey 


arc 


(3) 
are Pares, their Equals : And,as Brafoy tels us;Par 77 
Parem non habet imperium. Whar hath Canonicall 
Obedience to doe with a vote in Parliament , decla- 


* redinthis Bill to beno Ecclefiaſticall , bur a ſecular 


affaire © 
2 This Argument reacheth not the two Arch- 
biſhops, diſcharged inthe Rubrick trom this Oath; 


and therefore is no reaſon for the paſſing ofthis Bill, 


Becauſe they are but for their lives, and therefore are Reaſon 5. 


nt fit to have Legis-lative power over the honours, inhe- 
ritances, perſons, and liberties of others. 

I Biſhops are not tor their lives onely , but for 
their ſucceſſors alſo in the Land and Honour that 
pertaine to their places : as the Earles and Barons al- 
ſo are for their ſucceſſors in their owne Lands and 
Honours : And, holding their lands in Fee ſimple, 
may with as good Reaſon vote in the Honours,inhe- 
ritance , perſons , and libernies of others , as others 
may, and doe 1n theirs. 

2 Many Peeres have beene created for their lives 
onely, and the Earle of Surrey for the life of his Fa- 
ther, who yet voted in this Houſe. 

3 The Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes,are cho- 
fen for one Parliament only, and yer uſe their Legiſ- 
lative power. Nor will thar being elected diffe- 
rence their Cauſe ; for the Lords uſe that power,m a 
greater Eminence, who are not electcd. 

4 A Burecflc, that hath a Free-hold bur for term 


of lite onely , may vote and aflentto a Law in Par- 


hament. 

5 No ſuch exception was ever heard of in the 
Drets of Germany , the Cortelcs of Spaine, or 
the three Eſtates of France , where the Prelates 

A 3 vote 


eAſw. 


4) 
vote in all theſe Points , with the Nobility and | x 
the Commons. Ir: 

Reaſon 2. Becauſe of Biſhops dependency and expectancy of Tranſ q 
lations to places , greater profit. X 

Avnſiw.x. 1 This Argument ſuppoſeth all Kings, and all | 


Biſhops ro bee very faulty , it they rake the tune of , 
their votes in Parliament, from theſe dependencies, 
and expectances. 

| 


2 This may be ſaid of all the Kings great Officers, | 
of all the noble members of both Houſes, who may 
be conceived, as well 2s Biſhops, to have their expe- 
ances, and conſequently to be deprived by this 
Reaſon of voting in Parliament. 

3 This Argument reacheth not at the two Arch- 
biſhops, and {o falls ſhort of the votes, which areto © |. © 
be taken away by this Bill. | 

Reaſont-. That ſeverall Biſhops have of late much encroached 
upon the Conſciences, and properties of the Subject. And 
they and their ſucceſſors will be much enconrazed ſtill o 
encroach, and the ſubject will be much diſcouraged from 
complaining againſt ſuch encroachments , if 26. of 
that Order be to be Judges upon theſe complaints. The 
ſame Reaſon extends to their Legis-lative power, in any 
Bill to paſſe for the Regulation of their power, upon any 
emergent inconveniency by it. 

Anfiv., 1 ThisArgument fights nor againſt Biſhops votes | 
in Parliament, but againſt their votes in Convoca- 
tion, where ( if any where )they have encroached 
upon the Conſciences and properties of the Subject: 
Nor yct atthe votes of ſuch Biſhops there, as are 
not gulltie of this offence. Nor need the Subject to 
be diſcouraged in complaining againſt the likeGrie- 
vances, though 26. of that Order continue Judges: 

For 


"— SF 


(5) 

For they ſhall not vore as Judges in their owne 
| Cauſe, when they are legally charged: And ifthey 
- ſhould yore, what were that to the purpoſe, when 
the Lay-Peeres are ſtill foure to one { The Biſhops 
(aſſiſted with a double number of Mitred Abbors, 
and Priors) could not hinder the Lawes made a- 
cainſt the Court of Rome, the Alien Cardinalls,and 
Prelates , the Proviſors , the Suitors to the Popes 
Confiſtory under Fd. 3. Rich. 2. and Hen, 4 much 
more maythoſe emergent exorbitances of theFccle- 
fiaſticall juriſdiction be ſoone curbed and redrefled 
inthis inequality of votes betweene the Temporall 
and Spirituall Lords. So as this Argument doth not 
ſo much hurrt the votes, as it quailes the courage 
of the Biſhops , who may juſtly feare, by this and 
thenext Argument, that the taking away of their 
votes is but a kind of fore-runner to the aboliſhingof 
their juriſdiction. 


Becauſe the whole number of them is intereſſed to Raton 8. 


maintaine the juriſdiftion of Biſhops ;, which hath beene 
found ſo grievous to the three Kingdomes , that Scotland 
bath utterly aboliſhed it, and multitudes in Enzland and 
Ireland have petitioned againſt it. 


1 This Argument is not againſt the Votes of «Auf. 


Biſhops, bur againſt Epiſcopacy it ſclfe, which muſt 
be removed , becauſe Scotland hath done ſo, and 
ſome in England and Ireland would have it ſo: And 
yet peradventure ten times as great a ſomme as thele 
deſire the contrary. 

2 There will be found Peeres enough in the up- 
per Houſe to reforme any thing thar 15 amifle inthe 
Eccleftaſticall juriſdiction, although the 26.Prelates 


ſhould be ſo wicked as to oppoſc it: As there were 
found 


Reaſon 9. 


(6) | - 
found Peeres enough in that noble Houſe, to curbe 
the Court of Rome, and the Revenues of the | 
Cardinalls under E4. 3. To meet with the Proviſors WM 
under Rich. 2, To putall the Clergy into a Pram Wi 


z#ire under Hen, 8. And to reforme the Religion, 1) | 
Eliz. notwithſtanding the Oppoſition of all the W 
Biſhops. > 

Becauſe Biſhops being Lords of Parliament, it ſetteth ; 
700 great a diſtance betweene them and the reſt of their | 
Brethren in the Miniſtery, which occaſioneth pride in 


them, diſcontent in others , and diſquiet in th \ | 


Church. 

This is an Argument from Morall Philoſophie, 
which affords no Demonſtrations. All are not 
proud that vote in Parliament, nor diſcontented, 
that are not ſo imployed. This Argument fighrs one- 
ly againſt their title of being Lords, which is not the 
Queſtion at this time. And were thoſe Brethren ſo 
wiſe & well affected as they might be , they would 
rejoyce rather that ſome of their own profeſſion are 
advanced to thoſe places wherein they may be capa- 
ble, upon all occaſions, of doing good offices to 
them, and to this whole Church. 


